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Chamber's Note
Locked inside our homes, sandwiched between Freedom Day and Workers
Day, this moment provides a unique opportunity to reflect on some of the
great achievements of our country, many of which have for now been put
on ice. The connection between the two days is obvious. One of the ways
people exercise their freedom is to earn a living for themselves. In turn
the living we earn allows us to do more, thus expanding our scope for
freedom.
Several more intricate discussions exist around topics of free trade,
freedom of association and workers' rights. While there is a common
dichotomy drawn up in government circles between economic and public
health, there is a glossing over of a third major sacrifice that South
Africans are presently having to make – we are giving up our freedoms.
Amongst these civil liberties currently being suspended are the rights of
workers to organize freely, freedom of association and the ability to
engage in trade in a free market.
In this moment workers have very few options to act collectively in order
to ensure their rights are upheld. Encouragingly however Business for
South Africa has shown itself to be proactive in terms of ensuring the
readiness to protect the country’s workers as the country gradually
switches the economy back on. The spirit of collaboration between
business and labour speaks to a often ignored synergy between workers
rights and business prosperity.
The Chamber will continue exercising its freedom to debate, disseminate
information and collaborate with organizations such as our members and
B4SA, albeit at a distance. While there is widespread consensus that the
post-Covid world will be different, it is up to us to ensure that it does not
become less free
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fields of expertise
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