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ItalCham      ews
Agenda

October

14-18: lÕItalia in Piazza
Montecasino - www.ITALIAinPIAZZA.co.za

20: Italian-South African Chamber of 
Trade and IndustriesÕ FNB Business Per-
son of the Year Awards and Gala Dinner
Theater on the Track - Kyalami

24-28: 18th Italian ChambersÕ Abroad 
World Convention 
Salerno, Italy

For more information and bookings con-
tact us at 011 726 5932 or 
info@italcham.co.za 
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Marketing of the Italian Wine in Asia and South 
Africa

 The aim of this exciting market research is to understand the South 
African and Asian wine industry and fill the gap between the positive 
perception of the Òmade in ItalyÓ brand and the relatively low imports 
of Italian wines. The research is done jointly with the Italian Cham-
bers of China, India, Hong Kong, Singapore and Thailand. The tar-
get participants or ÒactorsÓ in this wine footprint need to be actively 
involved in the wine industry and they need to fall under one or more 
of the following categories: freight forwarder for Italian wine; distribu-
tor, retailer, and importer of Italian wine; wine producer; restaurant 
with Italian wines; sommelier. The target audience or ÒpublicÓ are the 
Italian SMEs and professionals specialized in offering export related 
support services to the SMEs. By participating in the research you 
will  benefit from a free exposure of your brand and your company to 
the Italian market. The deadline for the realization of the interviews 
done to the professionals involved in the wine industry is the 20th of 
September 2009. Please contact Monika at monika@italcham.co.za 
for more information.

iDesign 2009 @Decorex JoÕburg

Decorex JoburgÕs 16th show reflected GautengÕs 
trend-setting international  outlook, African roots, pio-
neering thinking, green consciousness and doing 
things on a larger-than-life scale. In other words, ur-
ban and chic. 
iDesign2009 was there with the latest Italian design 
products, machinery, developments, technological 
innovations showcased under the same roof. We 
promised to bring you a global Italian experience and 
we delivered loads of Lavazza espressos and Pero-
nis served with a side dish of both versions of racing 
Ferraris ÒagedÓ and Òspring chickenÓ dazzled with a 
crispy white Lambo, sprinkled with a pinch of Cagiva 
and Ducati and garnished with the Alfa RomeoÕs leg-
endary MiTO and the new FiatÕs Linea. 
Decorex has been an exquisite exposure experience 
for iDesign2009 and for our over 30 exhibitors and 
sponsors that we wish to thank for choosing to exhibit 
with us. 
Exhibitors and sponsors: Breton,  Positano Ð Path-
way To Paradise, Fiat, Alfa Romeo, Tenax, Ceramic 
Industries, ITD, Graniti Tecnica, Studio del Mei, 
Rosso Sport, Italtile, CTM, Pirelli, Nicaf (Lavazza), 
SASCH, Ruacan‡ Safari And Game Industry, Fu-
turehouse Systems, Ducati, GAP (Geyser Allied 
Products), Borgo degli Ulivi, Lamborghini, Italmoto, 
La Vecchia Marina, F1 Racing (Ferrari Shop), Rout-
ledge Modise in Association with Eversheds, Hi-Tek 
Ceramics, Peroni, Ferrari, Etana Insurance.

mailto:monika@italcham.co.za
mailto:monika@italcham.co.za
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LÕ Italia in Piazza

LÕItalia in Piazza is a multi-faceted cultural event tak-
ing place at Montecasino, Fourways, from the 14th  
until the 18th of October 2009, showcasing Italian 
FASHION, FILMS, DƒCOR, FLAG THROWERS, 
MUSIC, and TECHNOLOGY. The famous sbandiera-
tori di Asti will delight the public every day of the 
week, from 14 until 18 October, on the Piazza and 
on the streets of Montecasino with their flag throwing 
abilities, while dressed in their Medieval costumes. 
The Italian film festival will run throughout the week 
while the exclusive gala opening (by invitation only) 
will take place at Il Grande. The public opening of 
lÕItalia in Piazza will be celebrated on Wednesday, 
14 October, with a concert of famous film sound-
tracks conducted by Maestro Stelvio Cipriani featur-
ing an orchestra of some of the best SA musicians. 
Cristiana Pegoraro will dazzle the Patrons of lÕItalia 
in Piazza on 15 October with her classical piano 
concert. Also on 15 October an Italian fashion show 
will take place in the ballroom. This show stopper 
event will combine the best of Italian eyewear by 
Luxottica (2010 collections by Ray-Ban, Oakley, 
Chanel, Gucci, etc.) with the creations of some of 
the most fashionable Italian-South African designers. 
The fashion show will be choreographed and 
opened by top South African Designers and well 
known models. Some of South AfricaÕs top media will  
be covering the event: Marie Claire, Elle, Glamour, 
Go, Cosmopolitan, De Kat, The Sunday Times. Elle 
will have exclusive coverage of the hottest fashion 
show event. On Friday, Oct 16th a pop concert 
by Maestro Severino and his trio will feature Italian 
hits of the last 50 years. On Saturday Oct 17th the 
fourth edition of ItalJAZZ will feature nine extraordi-
nary musicians from Italy Finally, on Sunday 18th the 
book Italian Footprints in South Africa - a publication 
about the Italian people's contribution to South Africa 
- will be officially launched.
All events are free of charge, except for the Fashion 
show.

Program

Sunday 11 October: Gala Evening and Opening of 
Italian Film Festival;

Monday 12 October: Italian Film Festival;

Tuesday 13 October: Italian Film Festival; 

Wednesday 14 October: Inauguration of LÔItalia in 
Piazza; Concert of music from Soundtracks con-
ducted by Maestro Stelvio Cipriani;

Thursday 15 October: Fashion show and Launch of 
the Luxottica 2010 Collections with the participation 
of young Italian South African designers; Cristiana 
Pegoraro in Concert: Classical music concert by the 
famous Italian pianist;

Friday 16 October: Italian Flag throwers from Asti; 
50 years of Italian music: Concert in the Piazza by 
the Trio directed by Maestro Severino;

Saturday 17 October: Italian Flag throwers from Asti; 
Italjazz - Jazz concert in the Piazza. Nine extraordi-
nary musicians from Italy will enchant the audience;

Sunday 18 October: Italian Flag throwers from Asti; 
Book Launch of ÒItalian Footprints in South AfricaÓ
Further Events: Daily activities include Ferrari on the 
square, Lamborghini on the Square, Ducati on the 
Square and Flag Throwers.
The event is presented by the Italian Embassy in 
Pretoria and the Italian Consulate General in Johan-
nesburg and done in cooperation with Montecasino, 
Centro Culturale Italo Sudafricano, the Italian-South 
African Chamber of Trade and Industries and ICE. 
The organizers wish to thank all the sponsors for 
their outstanding support. 

For more information visit  
www.ITALIAinPIAZZA.co.za  

http://www.italiainpiazza.co.za
http://www.italiainpiazza.co.za
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Company of the month
Cristalstrass

It was 1983 when the Voltolina brothers set up in 
Morocco a firm, called Cristalstrass, producing glass 
and crystal lighting components. Soon, they decided 
to diversify and expand the production by manufac-
turing high quality lighting fixtures of a both classical 
and modern design.
The creation of Cristalstrass by Voltolina brothers, 
heirs to a long Venetian tradition in the processing of 
glass, gave birth to the art of light seen under differ-
ent angles. In the year 2000 the company added to 
its already much diversified production the Murano 
lead free glass, and so, it extended once more its 
collection.
From a technological point of view the year 2001 itÕs 
the most important: Cristalstrass launch a revolu-
tionary system called the ÒSistema LeonardoÓ that 
allows to assembly and disassembly the arms of a 
chandelier without touching the electrical parts, mak-
ing the process quicker and safer. 
The meticulous choice of raw materials, innovative 
technology and artistic know-how allows the firm to 
be among the leaders in the market.
Today the production facility covers 50,000 square 
meters and has over 500 employees.
The products are already commercialised in 54 
countries worldwide though wholesalers, distributors 
and retailers but the company is trying to strengthen 
its presence thought exhibitions and business rela-
tionships. The integrated production process and the 
presence of an internal team of designers, architects 
and technicians allow all the customers with special 
requests to be delivered in a very short time a cus-
tomised and unique product.
Today Cristalstrass positioning as a brand character-
ised by high quality products with a competitive price 
that satisfy an international clientele. From the 
smallest flat to the biggest mosque, Cristalstrass 
chandeliers, appliquŽs, piantanas and abat-jour, will 
give to all ambient a magical, unforgettable, touch of 
elegance.
For more information visit www.voltolina.com . 

http://www.voltolina.com
http://www.voltolina.com
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News from our members

STUDIO LEGALE DI CINTIO & PARTNERS is glad 
to announce the startup of the cooperation project 
between the Chamber and the legal professionals of 
the firm.
The company is specialized in civil law, mostly con-
tracts and business management, and can provide 
cost effective and tailor-made services for interna-
tional clients. 
The mission of the company is to get rid of the ob-
stacles created by expensive legal procedures and 
offer instead an effective way to simplify and uniform 
the international business.
The goal of the Studio Legale di Cintio & Partners is 
to avoid the Courts by preventing litigation while ne-
gotiating the most suitable solutions with the parties. 
The clients can benefit from long term assistance 
and special attention is paid to small and medium 
size enterprises. There is an online consultation 
service available that will give you the chance to 
promptly verify the convenience of your choice.
The client will understand that a well done contract 
equals to an investment for the future since it re-
duces dramatically the chances of expensive litiga-
tions.
For more information contact dicintio@tuttopmi.it. 

Job adverts

Riccardo Battaini; degree in electronic engineer-
ing; experience in international sales of technical 
plants; mechanical and electronic sectors; steel 
making plants, electrical/electronic/
communication/security products and systems. 
After sales experience moved to general man-
agement (Managing director) of a subsidiary with 
50 people in South Africa. Then back to Italy as 
MD of 2 companies belonging to an international 
group. For CV and more information contact 
r.battaini@virgilio.it 

Fifty facts about a remarkable
nation
source: www.sagoodnews.co.za

It is my personal belief that South Africa is a beautiful country. 
When a belief gets backed by facts and figures it gains authority 
and credibility.  
This is the reason why we have decided to publish a brief listing 
with fifty facts about South Africa that will give you a reason to 
continue to believe in this country and to make maximum use of 
its endless opportunities.

Economy
1. The rand was the best performing currency against the US 
Dollar between 2002 and 2005 (Bloomberg Currency Scoreboard)
2. South Africa has 55,000 high net-wealth individuals holding at 
least US$1million in financial assets (World Wealth Report 2008)
3. South Africa has the 27th biggest economy in the world, with a 
Gross Domestic Product of US$254 billion (World Bank)
4. South Africa accounts for almost 25% of the GDP of the entire 
African continent, with an economy more than twice the size of 
the second biggest Ð Algeria. (World Bank)
5. Gauteng is South AfricaÕs smallest province but produces 34% 
of South AfricaÕs Gross Domestic Product (Stats SA)

6. The JSE Securities Exchange is the 14th largest equi-
ties exchange in the world, with a total market capitalisa-
tion of some R2.3 trillion (JSE)
7. More than 12,000 'Black Diamond' families (South Af-
ricaÕs new black middle class) - or 50,000 people - are 
moving from the townships into the suburbs of South Af-
rica's metro areas every month (UCT Unilever Institute)
8. The black middle class grew by 30% in 2005, adding 
another 421,000 black adults to SA's middle-income layer 
and ramping up the black population's share of SA's total 

middle class to almost a third. Between 2001 and 2004, 
there were 300,000 new black entrants to the middle class (Fi-
nancial Mail)

Infrastructure
1. South Africa generates two-thirds of AfricaÕs electricity (Eskom)
2. South African power supplier provides the fourth cheapest 
electricity in the world
3. Chris Hani-Baragwanath Hospital in Soweto is the biggest 
hospital in the world
4. Durban is the largest port in Africa and the ninth largest in the 
world.
5. There are 39 million cell phone users in South Africa (Interna-
tional Telecommunication Union)
Tourism
1. The number of tourists visiting South Africa has grown by 200% 
since 1994, from 3 million to over 9 million in 2007 (Dept of Envi-
ronment and Tourism)
2. The Singita game reserve was voted the best hotel in the world 
by the readers of a leading travel magazine (Conde Nast Travel-
ler)
3. The world's best land-based whale-watching spot is located in 
Hermanus in the Western Cape.
4. In 2002, South Africa was the worldÕs fastest growing tourist 
destination. In 2006, South AfricaÕs tourism grew at three times 
the global average.

Sport
1. South Africa hosts the largest timed cycle race in the world (the 
Cape Argus Cycle Tour), the world's oldest and largest ultra-
marathon (the Comrades Marathon) and the world's largest open 
water swimming event (the Midmar Mile).
2. South Africa will become the first African country to host the 
Soccer World Cup in 2010 É and only the second country in the 
world to have hosted the Cricket, Rugby and Soccer World Cups.

mailto:dicintio@tuttopmi.it
mailto:dicintio@tuttopmi.it
mailto:r.battaini@virgilio.it
mailto:r.battaini@virgilio.it
http://www.sagoodnews.co.za
http://www.sagoodnews.co.za
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Patrons

AGUSTA

ALLOS CONSULTING

AUTO INDUSTRIAL BRAKE

BRETON

COURIERIT

ETANA 

FERRERO ITHEMBA RSA

FIAT AUTO SOUTH AFRICA

FINSTONE SA

FNB

GRANITI TECNICA

GREY PEBBLES 

HI-TEK CERAMICS

ITALTILE

JAS FORWARDING

MARBLE CLASSIC

PARMALAT

ROUTLEDGE MODISE

SAIC OLIVETTI

SICORT HTS

SOUTHERN WIND SHIPYARD

TECHNOLOGY CORP MAN-

AGEMENT

TIBER GROUP

VIGLIETTI MOTORS

VPG VALUE PERFORMANCE 

GROUP

WANDA BOLLO ESTATES

3. Since the 1940s, South African golfers have won more golf majors than any other na-
tion, apart from the United States.
4. In 1994, we won 11 medals in the Commonwealth Games. In 2002, we won 46.

SA Teaching the World
1. South Africa houses one of the three largest telescopes in the world at Sutherland in 
the Karoo
2. South Africa is the first, and to date the only, country to build nuclear weapons and the 
voluntarily dismantle its entire nuclear weapons programme
3. South Africa Constitution is widely regarded as being one of the most progressive in the 
world, drawing from the experiences of the worldÕs most advanced democracies
4. The South African oil company Sasol has established the only commercially viable oil-
from-coal operations in the world.
5. Two of the world's most profoundly compassionate philosophies originated in South 
Africa Ð Ubuntu (the belief in a universal bond of sharing that connects all humanity) and 
Gandhi's notion of "passive resistance" (Satyagraha), which he developed while living in 
South Africa.

Education
1. Almost a quarter of South AfricaÕs non-interest budget is spent on education
2. The University of South Africa UNISA is a pioneer of tertiary distance education and is 
the largest correspondence university in the world with 250,000 students.
3. Our learner to teacher ratio has improved from 1:50 in 1994 to 1:34 in 2004
4. South AfricaÕs matric pass rate has improved from 49% in 1994 to 70% in 2004, but 
studentÕs receiving university exemptions has remained at 18%
5. The first MBA programme outside of the United States was started by the University of 
Pretoria in 1949.

Social
1. Over thirteen million South Africans (a quarter of the population) have access to social 
grants (Department of Social Development)
2. Since 1994, 500 houses have been built each day for the poor and 1,000 houses per 
day have received electricity
3. Seventy percent of South AfricaÕs population is urbanized © South Africa: The Good 
News

Environmental
1. The Kruger National Park supports the greatest variety of wildlife species on the African 
continent
2. The Cango Caves near Oudsthoorn is the worldÕs longest underground cave sequence
3. South Africa is the only country to house an entire floral kingdom (fynbos), one of only 6 
on the planet
4. In 1991, South Africa became the first country in the world to protect the Great White 
shark.
5. South Africa has the oldest meteor scar in the world, at the Vredefort Dome near Parys. 
The scar is 2 billion years old.
6. South Africa has the 3rd highest level of biodiversity (SA Tourism)
7. The Cape HyraxÕs (dassie) closest relative is the African elephant
8. South Africa has embraced the concept of trans-frontier Ôpeace parksÕ, linking ecologi-
cal reserves across national borders

General
1. South Africa is the cradle of mankind
2. Afrikaans is the youngest official language in the world
3. The Western Deep Levels is the worldÕs deepest mine at 3777 metres
4. South Africa has the worldÕs largest deposits of gold, chromium, platinum and manga-
nese
5. The only street in the world to house two Nobel Peace Prize winners is in Soweto. Nel-
son Mandela and Archbishop Desmond Tutu both have houses in Vilakazi Street, Orlando 
West.
6. South Africa has the world's second oldest air force, established 1920.
7. South African Breweries (SABMiller) ranks as the second largest brewing company in 
the world. It supplies up to 50% of China's beer.
8. South Africa has the second oldest film industry in the world
9. In 2007 South African businessman Cyril Ramaphosa was included in the Time 100, an 
annual list, assembled by Time magazine, of the 100 most influential people in the world
10. Cape Town has the fifth-best blue sky in the world, according to the UK's National 
Physical Laboratory


